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Editorial

Fordham University students are about to give Albany a redistricting lesson

Sunday, October 16th 2011, 4:00 AM

Fordham University has launched a competition that could make things uncomfortable for Albany's gerrymandering squad.

The school's Center for Electoral Politics and Democracy is challenging college students to try their hand at redrawing New York's legislative maps based on the 2010 census.

Winning teams will get $1,000 prizes - and expose the pols for the self-serving fakers they are.

Republican Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos and Democratic Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver hope to get away with manipulating the map-drawing for their own partisan advantages.

They have refused to set up an independent, nonpartisan commission, even though most lawmakers, including Skelos, pledged in writing to do just that during last year's campaign.

They have ignored Gov. Cuomo's promise to veto gerrymandered district lines.

They have plowed ahead with a handpicked in-house panel that refuses to swear off undemocratic practices - such as packing some districts with as many 10% more people than others.

And they have refused to make room for genuine public participation - pretending that what they're doing under cover of darkness is just too complicated for ordinary New Yorkers to grasp.

But today's tech-savvy citizens aren't so easily bamboozled, because analyzing data and drawing maps isn't rocket science anymore. Not when there is free redistricting software on the Internet. Not when a 19-year-old German student can draft a New York State Senate map in a matter of a few hours, as this page highlighted two weeks ago.

Now, thanks to Fordham, political science students across the state will show Albany how to redistrict efficiently and openly.

Under contest rules, teams must follow relevant laws and regulations. They're encouraged to keep districts as equal in population and as competitive between the major parties as possible.

While some may debate the standards, the important points are that they are transparent, that they will be equally applied and that results will be open for all to view and critique.

These students will to take Albany to school.
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